11 January 2011


Consultation Summary: Guidance on Keeping Horses in the Landscape 
Purpose of this summary
This note details the steps taken by the Malvern Hills AONB Unit to consult others on the document entitled 'Guidance on keeping horses in the landscape'. This document, which has now been finalised, was amended in light of comments received during the consultation process. 
Draft Guidance 
Draft guidance: 'Horses, the landscape and you. Best practice guidance for the Malvern Hills AONB' was produced in March 2010.
Sustainability Appraisal
A Sustainability Appraisal on the draft guidance was also produced in March 2010. This was done in order to satisfy the requirements for carrying out a Sustainability Appraisal in relation to policy and programme documents linked to the planning system. The guidance document on keeping horses is not required by legislative, regulatory or administrative provisions so a specific Strategic Environmental Assessment was not carried out.  

Pre-consultation
· Draft consultation documents were sent by email (on 5th March 2010) to numerous officers in local planning authorities, partly to make them aware of the forthcoming consultation but also to request quick comments in the event that consultation documents were felt to contain major errors. 

· An email notifying local elected members of a forthcoming phase of public consultation was circulated on 18th March 2010.

Consultation

1. Online consultation

The draft guidance and Sustainability Appraisal were available to view on the Malvern Hills AONB website (www.malvernhillsaonb.org.uk) between 17th March 2010 and 14th May 2010. Visitors were encouraged to download and complete a consultation response form which was also available on the website. 
2. Consultation Open Days

Members of the public were invited to 'drop-in' to two consultation Open Days where they could peruse the consultation documents, ask questions and discuss the consultation material with members of the AONB staff Unit. The first consultation day was held at Priory Lodge on Malvern on 26th March 2010, the second was held at the Burgage Hall, Ledbury on 30th March 2010.
3. Hard copy Consultation

Hard copies of the consultation documents and consultation response forms were sent to the following individuals/ organisations to ensure that they were given every opportunity to respond to the consultation. Hard copy documents were sent on 22 March 2010 and recipients were given until 14 May 2010 to submit comments

Local Planning Authorities

Gary Williams, Malvern Hills District Council

Peter Yates, Herefordshire Council

Dale Bristow, Worcestershire County Council

Nigel Gibbons, Forest of Dean District Council

Simon Excell, Gloucestershire County Council

Parish Councils

Mr. Geoffrey Brewin - Alfrick and Lulsley

Mr. Geoffrey Brewin - Knightwick

Mrs. D Taylor - Suckley

Ms. M Barnett - Cradley

Mrs. L Sinker - Coddington

Mrs. K Davis - Colwall

Mrs. D Fenwick - Eastnor

Mr. R Chapman - Malvern Town Council

Mr. D Sharp - West Malvern

Mrs. S Hughes - Malvern Wells

Mrs. J Barker - Leigh

Mrs. S Normington - Castlemorton

Mrs. S Normington - Birtsmorton

Mrs. D Taylor - Mathon

Mr. D Sharp - Welland

Mr. D Sharp - Little Malvern

Ms. M Barnett - Wellington Heath

Mrs. K Mitchell - Ledbury Town Council

Mrs. D Fenwick - Donnington

Mrs. L Turpin - Berrow

Bromsberrow – sent to Elaine Westmacott (c/o Bromsberrow PC) on 01/04/10
Publicising the consultation
The consultation process was publicised in the following ways.

	Element 
	Comments

	Website publicity 
	The consultation was publicised on the home page of the Malvern Hills AONB website and on the following partner websites between 17 March and 14  May 2010: Worcestershire County Council, Herefordshire Council, Gloucestershire County Council, Malvern Hills District Council, Forest of Dean District Council, Malvern Wells Parish Council. 

	Adverts in local papers
	On Friday 19th March 2010 The Malvern Gazette and Ledbury Reporter carried an article and a public notice announcing the start of the consultation period and inviting readers to attend the open days (see above), visit the website and fill in the consultation forms or phone the AONB office. 

	E-bulletin
	On 19 March 2010 an AONB ebulletin containing information about the consultation was sent to 200 recipients (names available on request). The cover email to this bulletin also made specific mention of the consultation and asked recipients to partake in the consultation process. 

	Direct contact with local interest groups


	The following bodies were contacted, notified of the consultation and encouraged to submit comments: Malvern Hills Riding Club;  Malvern Pony Club; British Horse Society Local Rep; North Ledbury Hunt; Severnacres Riding School; Walnut Equestrian Centre, Marlbrook Farm; Meadow Sweet, Storridge; Box Amber, Hancock's Lane.



Post-consultation 
After the conclusion of the formal consultation period, all comments received were posted on the AONB website alongside information about how the AONB Unit proposed to act on them. People who had made comments were advised of any changes. Revisions were then made to the draft guidance document. 
End.
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