30 November 2011


Consultation Summary: Landscape Strategy and Guidelines for the Malvern Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Purpose of this summary
This note details the steps taken by the Malvern Hills AONB Unit to consult others on draft guidance, then entitled ' A Landscape Strategy for the Malvern Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)'. This document, which has since been finalised, is now titled: 'Malvern Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty - Landscape Strategy and Guidelines.' 
Draft Guidance 
Draft guidance on 'A Landscape Strategy for the Malvern Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)' was produced for formal consultation in March 2011.
Sustainability Appraisal
A Sustainability Appraisal on the draft guidance was also produced in March 2011. This was produced in order to satisfy the requirements for carrying out a Sustainability Appraisal in relation to policy and programme documents linked to the planning system. The draft Landscape Strategy is not required by legislative, regulatory or administrative provisions so a specific Strategic Environmental Assessment was not carried out.  

Pre-consultation
· The consultation draft was constructed with the help of a consultancy called Countryscape, under the supervision of Jonathan Porter, working in partnership with independent landscape consultant Steven Warnock. 
· The anticipated Landscape Strategy consultation was promoted in an ebulletin sent to over 200 recipients in January 2011, informing them that the draft strategy had been written and that more details would follow. 

· An email notifying relevant local elected members that the consultation was forthcoming was sent on 22nd March 2011. 
Consultation

1. Consultation Workshop
An invitation only workshop took place on the morning of 13 January 2011 at Priory Lodge in Malvern. The purpose of this event was to get thoughts and comments on an early draft of the Landscape Strategy from a diverse range of professionals with knowledge of the local landscape. Attendees annotated flip chart sheets with their comments and these were used to amend the draft of the Landscape Strategy before the official eight week consultation period began.  The following individuals attended the workshop:
Colin Blundel – The Planning Company

Alastair Chapman – Forest of Dean District Council

Moira Jenkins – Herefordshire and Worcestershire Earth Heritage Trust

Nigel Jones – Natural England
Debby Klein – Herefordshire Council

Becky Lashley – Worcestershire County Council 

Judith Leigh – English Heritage

Chris Lewis-Farley – Malvern Hills District Council 

Janet Lomas – Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
Jane Patton – Worcestershire County Council 
Neil Rimmington – Herefordshire Council

Helen Stace – Colwall resident and Natural England

Helen Trapp – Natural England
Juliet Wheatley – Herefordshire Council

Helen Woodman – Worcestershire Wildlife Trust
2. Online consultation

The draft Landscape Strategy and Sustainability Appraisal were available to view on the Countryscape website (http://countryscape.org/) between Friday 25th March and Friday 20th May 2011. A link was provided from the Malvern Hills AONB website (www.malvernhillsaonb.org.uk). Visitors were encouraged to download the draft Landscape Strategy and submit comments via a consultation response form which was also available on the website. 
3. Hard copy Consultation

Hard copies of the full consultation document or relevant parts of it were sent to the following individuals/ organisations to ensure that they were given every opportunity to respond to the consultation. Hard copy documents were sent on 29th March 2011 and recipients were given until 20th May 2011 to submit comments.
Local Planning Authorities

Simon Excell – Gloucestershire County Council

Rob Niblett – Gloucestershire County Council

Gary Williams – Malvern Hills District Council

Duncan Rudge – Malvern Hills District Council

Roland Close – Herefordshire Council

Andrew Ashcroft – Herefordshire Council

Nigel Gibbons – Forest of Dean District Council

Alistair Chapman – Forest of Dean District Council
Parish Councils

Mr. Geoffrey Brewin – Alfrick and Lulsley

Mr. Geoffrey Brewin – Knightwick

Mrs. D Taylor – Suckley

Ms. M Barnett – Cradley

Mr. S. Bosley – Coddington

Mrs. K Davis – Colwall

Mrs. D Fenwick – Eastnor

Mr. R Chapman – Malvern Town Council

Mr. D Sharp – West Malvern

Mr. D. Taverner – Malvern Wells

Mrs. J Barker – Leigh

Mrs. C. Leake – Castlemorton

Mrs. S Normington – Birtsmorton

Mrs. D Taylor – Mathon

Mr. D Sharp – Welland

Mr. D Sharp – Little Malvern

Ms. M Barnett – Wellington Heath

Mrs. K Mitchell – Ledbury Town Council

Mrs. D Fenwick – Donnington

Mrs. L Turpin – Berrow

Ms. E. Westmacott  – Bromsberrow 
Mr. D. Hunter – Bromsberrow 

Ms. D. Diss – Redmarley
The manager of the Malvern Hills AONB Partnership, Paul Esrich, also spoke to the following staff in Worcestershire County Council on 29th March 2011, to notify them about the consultation: 
Dale Bristow – Worcestershire County Council

Jane Patton – Worcestershire County Council

Jess Allen – Worcestershire County Council
Publicising the consultation
The consultation process was publicised in the following ways.

	Element 
	Comments

	Website publicity 
	The consultation was publicised on the home page of the Malvern Hills AONB website and on the Countryscape website between Friday 25th March and Friday 20th May 2011. Information promoting the consultation was also placed on the websites of the following bodies: Worcestershire County Council, Herefordshire Council, Gloucestershire County Council, Malvern Hills District Council, Forest of Dean District Council, Malvern Wells Parish Council. Most of these websites carried the consultation information from 29 March 2011.  

	Adverts in local papers
	On Friday 25th March 2011 The Malvern Gazette and Ledbury Reporter carried an article (page 2) and a public notice (page 81) announcing the start of the consultation period and inviting readers to visit the Countryscape website to fill in the consultation form. 

	E-mail
	An email was sent out to 190 people on 31st March 2011 to inform them about the consultation, and encouraging them to respond to it via a weblink. 


Post-consultation 
On 30 November 2011 comments received during the consultation were posted on the AONB website alongside information about how the AONB Unit had acted on them. People who had made comments were advised where they could view these comments. Comments received during the consultation process were used to inform revisions to the draft guidance. The final document was also made available for download from the AONB website on 30 November 2011. 
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