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Dwarfing trees
As discussed in the Planning & Planting Sheet, fruit frees come
on different rootstocks which determine their size. For smaller
spaces, be sure to get a dwarfing or semi-dwarfing stock,
selection of the right tree for the right space being key to good
planting.

Cordons
A form of fruit free planted at an
angle — usually secured to wires or
a fence — which is then pruned to
a series of stubby branches upon
which the fruit is borne. The angle
supposedly reduces the vigour.

Espaliers

The classic walled garden frained fruit
free where the main trunk has layers
or arms of branches that go left and

right, often grown against walls or
fences. These trees can be hard to train
and take many years to develop into

a good shape. Probably not one for

beginners.




Step-overs
Originally a Victorian creation of a
short free with just two branches,
one going left and the otherright,
often used as edging around
borders and vegetable beds. Can
be immensely productive for such
small trees.

Apples over an arch
An easy way to
create a division
between two areas
or over a path. A
simple arch be it
wood or metal with
a tree planted either
side, fieing in the
branches required
and clipping out
those not required.
After a number
of years the arch
frame can be
removed leaving
an entirely living
fruit arch.
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